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Catholic Church that are more and more being approved
of to-day by the more conservative elements in the Empire.
By this I do not mean that it is a die-hard religion, but it
seemed to me as I travelled through the Dominions that
the Catholics are on the whole the largest body of people
who are still being educated with religious traditions and
ideals, giving them a spiritual background to fall back
upon in periods of slump and distress.
They do not consider, as an example, that farming the
land is only the first step towards making what money one
can, that it is right to bleed the country-side, selling what
is left to the biggest fool that can be found and moving in-
to a city to spend the rest of one's life at the cinema or
the coffee shop. Rather do they try to develop their land
as something given by God to be developed. Not neces-
sarily as the means for making a fortune, but as a means for
living in a certain comfort and dignity, for helping others
to live also on the same land, and for the leading of a
Christian life as their ancestors did in the past.
In the towns and in the cities, there are large groups of
Catholics hard at work trying to bring their principles
into every form of public life, and to be of use in the
social as well as the ordinary business development of
their towns.
When I say that one finds this in Catholic groups I do
not mean that there are not large numbers of other people
and other religions doing almost exactly the same, but I
mean that there are far fewer people of other religions doing
it than there were, yet there are still as many if not more
practising Catholics.
.Again it will be argued that one finds large numbers of
slum Catholics who are not much use to anybody, and